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‘NEAR News” aims to become an official messenger of
NEAR to deliver news and share information among
members. It is a periodical newsletter containing contents on
NEAR activities, member news, international issues,
contributioins, notification, etc. NEAR News is distributed to
NEAR members and related institutions free of charge, and
is also serviced online on the NEAR homepage

NEAR News is open to anyone who is interested in
Northeast Asia. If you have good contribution articles or
creative ideas that you would like to run on the NEAR
News, please contact the NEAR Secretariat.

B NEARIs-

an international organization founded by 29 government from four Northeast Asian
countries, including South Korea, China, Japan, Russia, €tc., in September 1996 in
Gyeongju, South Korea.

NEAR has adopted the Charter based on the ideology of co-prosperity of Northeast
Asia, and carried out extensive exchange and cooperation projectsin various fields
ranging from economy and trade, cultural exchanges, environment, disaster
prevention, general exchanges to cross-border cooperation.

With the participation of North Korea and Mongoliaand accession of new member
governments, NEAR is growing as a representative regional diplomacy and
cooperative organization of Northeast Asia with 65 member governments from six
countries.

s*NEARIisopentoal.

Any regionad governments in Northeast Asia can participate in NEAR through the
approvd of Genera Assembly of NEAR.

NEAR Secretariat + 3
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Special Contribution

Lessons L earned from European Experiences
on East Asian Economic Integration

+Sohn Byeong Hae

President of Korea International Economic Association (KIEA), Professor of Kyungpook National University

In 1812, Napoleon, a French hero, spoke about his dream of
European integration just before going on an expedition to
Europe. “Every European country shdl be integrated under one
currency, one code of law and one court, and the capital of the
united Europe shall be Paris.” After 200 years, Europe today has
‘Euro’ as one currency, the *European Court’ as one court, and
the ‘European Constitution’ as one code of law. Since
Napoleon’ s expedition to Europe, Europeans have been building
one united Europe not by war, but by taking peaceful means in
the process of numerous wars and cooperation.

Behind this peaceful integration of Europe, there were
integrated philosophy of European philosophers called the “ co-
existence of ethnic countries through integration” and future-
driven endeavors of paliticians and diplomatsto realize thisgoal.
The representative example of such co-existence was the
harmony and codition between Germany and France after the
Second World War. After the war, European countries relieved
France of itsworries of therevival of Germany by embracing the
defeated nation Germany as one of the members of the
integrated Europe. The launch of the European Coa and Stedl
Community (ECSC) has made Germany and France to take a
historical step towards coalition. Based on this codlition, the
European Economic Community (ECC), predecessor of the
current European Union (EU), was founded.

There are many lessons for East Asian countries to learn from
the European experiences on integration. First of all, the
European countries gave Germany, the warmonger, an
opportunity for reconciliation by embracing it as a member of
the ECC. In the meantime, they pursued peace and prosperity in
Europe by linking the revival of Germany after war with the axis
of development of the European community.

Japan, the defeated nation of the war, and its adjacent

countries in East Asia, who were severely

damaged by the war, can become close

neighbors again through apologies and

forgiveness. East Asian countries must learn
the tolerance of Europe, which allowed it to
form one community. This is the way for East
Asian countries to clear out historical remnants,
and is the precondition of economic integration in

East Asa

Positive attitude to recognize China, which is showing fast
growth, as the engine for East Asid s development rather than a
threet is required. Only when Japan becomes a true member of
East Asia and China's development is linked with the axis of
growth of East Asia, will East Asa have the real opportunity for
peace and prosperity, which Europe experienced. As the
codlition between Germany and France laid the foundation for
European integration, China and Japan should contribute to
laying the foundation for economic integration of East Asia
through mutua collaboration and harmony not competition of
leadership.

However, due to many gaps in economic volume, level of
development and economic system within countries in East
Asig, it is difficult to build a regional collaborative body of
active integration in the form of customs union and common
market of Europe. But it is gill possible to establish a free trade
zone, which is free of the burden of offshore common tariff. In
the case of FTA, it is difficult to expect a FTA covering the
entire region of East Ada, as there are issues of uncertainties
both in terms of politics and security. Therefore, economic
cooperation in East Asia can be redlized through bilateral FTAS
between possible countries and regional economic integration
among regions fulfilling the conditions.
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NEAR Workshop Took Place
NEAR Secretariat hosted the NEAR Workshop in

Gyeongsangbuk-do Province from May 15 to 18. After the

Workshop, participants had site tours of Andong and Koryeong. 59

related officers of NEAR from 5 countries presented and discussed

= '-??'

oo NEAR AMZX Q34 39
NEAR Warkshop

6 -« NEAR NEWS

()

T

“Measures to Expand Exchanges and Development of NEAR” and
“Publicity and Cooperation Items of the Participating Members” at

the Workshop on May 16 in Gyeongju City. After the Workshop,
i they visited the NEAR Secretariat in Pohang City, and experienced

cultural sightseeing, such as Dosan Confucius School in Andong,
Buseok Templein Yeongju and Mungyeongsagiae in Mungyeong.

The proposed itemsincluded many items, which will be brought up

at the Working Committee meeting in Shandong Province.
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Tel: +86-531-8606-1762 / Fax: +86-531-8692-0219

Email: sd@wsb.shandong.gov.cn

NEAR AR

Tel: +82-54-223-2318 / Fax: +82-54-223-2309

Email: hkkoo@neargov.org
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The 6th Working Committee Meeting to
be Held in Shandong Province

Shandong Province of China will host the 6th Working
Committee meeting for administrators (director-generals) of 65
members from September 3 to 6. At the Working Committee
meeting, the participants will discuss the items to be submitted to
the General Assembly in 2008. Shandong Province will introduce
industrial consultation fair for Northeast Asian environmental
protection and hold the “Communication for International
Cooperation of Regional Governments in Northeast Asia.”
Members who want to join the meeting can submit application
form both to the Foreign Affairs Office of Shandong Province and
to the Secretariat by July 1. They aso can register the application
through online.

Contact: Foreign Affairs Office of Shandong Province

Tel: +86-531-8606-1762 / Fax: +86-531-8692-0219

Email: sd@wsb.shandong.gov.cn

NEAR Secretariat

Tel: +82-54-223-2318 / Fax: +82-54-223-2309

Email: hkkoo@neargov.org

Online application is available from June 1 to 30 at

www.sdfao.gov.cn/sdfao/wsbm.jsp
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Tel: +7-4162-44-38-33 / Fax: +7-4162-44-38-11
Email: dimov@kvest.amurobl.ru, bychkova@kvest.amurobl.ru,

departament083@gmail.com
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The 2nd Sub-Committee Meeting on Cross—
border Cooperation to be Held in Amur Region

Amur region of Russia will hold the 2nd Sub-Committee
meeting on Cross-border Cooperation in Blagoveshensk of Amur
Region from August 26 to 28. Those who want to participate in the
meeting can submit application to International Cooperation
Department of Amur Region by June 30.

Contact : International Cooperation Department of Amur Region

Tel: +7-4162-44-38-33 / Fax: +7-4162-44-38-11

Email: dimov@kvest.amurobl.ru, bychkova@kvest.amurobl.ru,

departament083@gmail.com
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Tel: +82-31-249-2179 /Fax: +82-31-249-2191

Email: starinmypocket@gmail.com

Gyeonggi—do Province to Hold the 1st
Sub—-Committee Meeting on Science and
Technology

Gyeonggi-do Province of Koreawill host the 1st Sub-Committee
meeting on Science and Technology with the participation of
responsible officers of NEAR international cooperation and science
and technology in Gyeonggi Smal and Medium Business Center
from July 23 to 26. During the meeting, Gyeonggi-do Province will
present ‘Status of Science and Technology and its Cooperation
Measures among Regional Governments,” and participating
members will present cooperation measures of science and
technology and case studies of cooperation in the field of science
and technology.

Contact : International Trade Department of Gyeonggi—do Province

Person in Charge: Yoon Young Kyung

Tel: +82-31-249-2179 / Fax: +82-31-249-2191

Email: starinmypocket@gmail.com
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Secretary—General Lee Hae Doo Attended
“2007 Daegu International Exchange Forum”

Secretary-General Lee Hae Doo attended the “2007 Daegu
Internationa Exchange Forum” on May 29 in Daegu Metropalitan
City and gave congratulatory speech at the opening of the forum.
19 city government officids of international exchange department
and researchers from 12 cities of 8 countries joined the forum.
They presented 4 subjects, including model case of internationa
exchanges of cities, innovative projects of cities, facilitation of

international exchanges and economic development and measures

to promote internationalization of cities, and had free discussion of
development measure of internationalization.
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Secretary—General Lee Hae Doo Presented
at the “13th Open Northeast Asian Forum”

Secretary-General Lee Hae Doo presented “Measures to
Promote Exchanges and Cooperation among Regional
Governments in Northeast Asia - Focused on the Case of the
Association of North East Asia Regional Governments’ on June 1
at the “13th Open Northeast Asian Forum” hosted by the
Ingtitution of Chinese Studies of Busan University and sponsored
by the Committee on Northeast Asian Era. The theme of the forum
was the “Role of Local Governments and Non-Governments for
Peace and Prosperity in Northeast Asia’ and the participants
discussed various subjects such as exchanges for peace and
prosperity among universities in Northeast Asia and

environmental NGOs and cooperation of environmenta issues.

vo "HR ZSOIEHTA LEEY 06T MRS
Secretary—General Lee Hae Doo is presenting at
the “Open Northeast Asian Forum’
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Secretariat Joined Harbin International
Economic Trade Forum in China
The delegation of the Secretariat joined the “Harbin Internationa

Economic Trade Forum” held in Harbin of Heilongjiang Province
of China from June 14 to 16. The delegation met with related

officers of Hellongjiang, attended the opening ceremony of the fair,
“Day of Korean Business,” and had atour of the exhibition of thefair.
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Dispatched Staff of the Secretariat Supported the
“20th Korea World Travel Fair”

Mr. Nakamichi Hiroaki, the dispatched staff from Shimane
Prefecture of Japan to the Secretariat, participated in the “20th
KoreaWorld Travel Fair” from June 7 to 10 for providing tourism

information to promote tourism industry in Hiroshima and
Y amakage regions of Japan. ‘The Korea World Travel Far' was
hosted by Korea Tourism Association and sponsored by UNWTO,
Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Seoul Metropalitan City, Korea
Tourism Organization and Korean Air.
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Hunan Province — China

Hunan Province Held Seminar for
Harmonious Society and Global Citizen

Hunan Province held the seminar on “Harmonious Society and

NEAR Secretariat + 9



Being a Global Citizen of the Internationa Community” in Hunan
Normal University on May 19. The seminar was co-hosted by
Hunan Norma University and Japanese Association in Hunan
Province and sponsored by Foreign Affairs Office of Hunan,
Embassy of Japan in Ching, the 21st Century Committee for New

Sino-Japan Friendship, International Association of Shiga

Prefecture in Japan, Beijing Office of the Japan Foundation and
SUPER CITY. About 500 people participated in the seminar and

the ‘Declaration of Globd Villagers was adopted: 1. To save as

much as resources and energy as agloba citizen. 2. To have many
friends and understand each other in the international community
as a global citizen. 3. To understand societal problems, pay
attention to the result caused by environmental destruction, and

swear to co-exist with nature and humankind.
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Shimane Prefecture — Japan

Citizen’s Organization for Exchanges of
Shimane Prefecture — China-Japan International
Cooperation for Friendship

20 people of Citizen' s Organization for Exchanges of Shimane
Prefecture visited Ningxia Autonomous Region of Chinafrom June
1 to 5. Shimane Prefecture and Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region

signed a friendly agreement in 1993. This visit of the Citizen' s

10 . NEAR NEWS

Organization was aimed a promoting cooperation of the project of
afforestation of desert in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, which
has been conducted annudly since 1997.

Last year was the 10th year of the project, and more than 42
hectares of ‘Friendship Forest of Shimane and Ningxia were
made through the cooperative efforts of Shimane Prefecture and
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region. About 100 people visited
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region every year. Besides the activities
of planting trees, the Citizen’ s Organization develops friendly
exchanges and strengthens mutual understanding and friendship

between Shimane and Ningxia by conducting cultural and sports

exchanges and visiting schoals.
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Pravince and Governor Guo Gengmag of Hebel Province



Chungcheongnam-do Province — Korea

Chungcheongnam—-do Province Signed
MOU on Facilitating Exchanges with
Hebei Province of China

Governor Lee Wan Koo of Chungcheongnam-do Province met
with Governor Guo Gengmao of Hebel Province on April 17, and

signed the ‘MOU on Facilitating Exchanges promising to build

new relaionship for development between the two provinces. The

MOU was aimed at promoting exchanges on various fields such as

economic cooperation, culture and youth, administration,
environment and education, based on mutua trust of 13 years of

friendly relations between the two provinces.
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Primorsky Territory — Russia

Primorsky Territory Hosted the 2nd
International
‘Borderless Natural Environment'

Primorsky Territory hosted the 2nd International Environmental

Environmental Forum on

Forum on '‘Borderless Natural Environment' from June 6 to 7 in
Vladivostok City of Primorsky Territory. The forum was proposed

NEAR This Month

by Governor Sergei Darkin of Primorsky Territory, and
government officers and scholars from Russia, Japan, Korea and
China participated in the forum.

During the forum, the participants intensively discussed
measures to expand the cooperation of natural protection,
ecological and environmental preservation and measures to build
homogeneous ecologica environment in the Asia Pacific region.

The agreement of the forum included contents about reasonable
management of natura resources, improvement of environment in
the ecological aspect and disposal of wastes.
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Orkhon Province — Mongolia

Orkhon Province Hosted the Event of
“Day of Ulan Ude”

Orkhon Province hosted the event of Day of Ulan Ude, the
capitd of the Republic of Buryatia of the Russian Federation, from
May 24 to 27. The product exhibitions of the companies from
Mongolia and Buryatia and other events aso took place. This year
was the 5th year of the event, and mayor of Ulan Ude and 115
delegates of trade and culture participated in the event. At the
product exhibition, 17 companies from Ulan Ude and 60
companies from Ulaanbaator City, Selenge Province, Darkhan
Province, Khuvsgul Province, Uvurkhangai Province and Orkhon
Province participated.

NEAR Secretariat + 11
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Mongolia

Feature Report

Umnu—govi Province — Nature

Umnu-govi Province is located at the southern end of
Mongolia and adjacent to the national border of China. The size
of the province is 165,400 square kilometers, which is the
largest province in Mongolia. One of its major cities is
Dalanzadgad where the provincial government is located, and
its population is about 47,800. The province is located 1,300 to
1,600 meters above sea level, and most of the area is half-
desert. Major industries are mining and cattle-breeding. There
are many interesting places in Umnu-govi Province, such as

beautiful lakes, including salt lake, oasis, grand sand hills and
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hot and cold spring. NEAR Newsletter would like to introduce

4 magjor naturd tourist sites in the province.

Hongoriin Els and Hongoriin River

Sand hill accounts for 2.7% of total land mass of Mongolia,
and Hongoriin Els is the biggest and greatest sand hill in
Mongolia. Hongoriin Els boasts grand size of 20 kilometers in
width, 185 kilometers in length and maximum height of 75
meters. There is oasis behind Hongoriin Els, and Hongoriin

River runs through the middle of the oasis.
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Bayanzag

Bayanzag islocated 80 kilometers away from Dalanzadgad.

Bayanzag means ‘ Saxaul’ trees since there are many Saxaul
trees in the area. It boasts magnificent scenery and has been
called the ‘Grand Canyon in Mongolia' by foreigners. In
particular, the beautiful and unique scenery of rocks, red sand
and sunshine can be enjoyed only by those who have visited
Bayanzag.

Bayanzag became popular around the world when lots of
bones and eggs of dinosaurs were discovered in 1922. Bayanzag
is a valuable fossil land having fossil bones of dinosaurs.
Bayanzag is known as the treasure of archeology because of its
various heritages, pictures carved on rocks in the Paleolithic Age
and dinosaur fossils. The heritages found in Bayanzag are

displayed at the Museum of Natural History in Ulaanbaator City.
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Feature Report

Yoliin Am

Yoliin Am is a valley located 45 kilometers away to the
west from Dalanzadgad in the west. Ice does not melt until
mid July in the summer and sometimes not all year round. The
icy valley stretches more than 10 kilometers. Although it is
located in the Govi region where hot sun will raise the
temperature as high as 40°C in summer, Yoliin Am enjoys
cool wind created by distinctive mountains and cliffs

surrounding the area.

Muhar Shivertiin Am
Muhar Shivertiin Am is located 40 kilometers away from
Dalanzadgad. It is similar to Yoliin Am, but is well known for

its scenery formed by ice. The ice is in a shape of a waterfall

and melts around August or September.
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NEAR Member Tour

Russia - Republic of Buryatia

« FY-FYSEZN Y ‘dholz
ourism and

Republic of Buryatia is a local government very active in the
fields of internationa relations and external economic relations. In
recent years, the Republic had exchanges with severa provinces of
Mongolia and Neimenggu of China on a regular basis, and had
regular visits by officers from foreign embassies and consulates in
the Russian Federétion.

In addition, high-ranking officers and business people from the
Republic actively participate in various internationa events in and
out of Russia to facilitate exchanges between Republic of Buryatia
and internationa organizations and companies.

Ulan Ude, the capital of Republic of Buryatia, has friendly ties
with many countries, including China, Japan, Korea and Mongolia,

and conducts exchange activities.

Tourism and Leisure Special Zone Baikal

The development of Tourism and Leisure Specid Zone ‘Baika’
is one of the mgjor projects of Republic of Buryatia, and ‘ Ecosign,’
the world-renowned developer of mountain tourism in Canada,
designed the zone. ‘Ecosign’ chose an area near the valley of Haim
River as the suitable place for mountain tourigt site. The zone is a
flat area extending 60 kilometers from Gremyachinsk Village to

Katkov Cape along the Baikal River. The zone is adjacent to

Leisure Specialized Zone ‘Baikal

Kotokel Lake. There is a
mountain, which is 1,771
meters high, 20 kilometers
away from Kotoke Lakeinthe
south. The size of the entire

zoneis 700 square kilometers.

Distinctive Natural Scenery of the Special
Economic Zone

Specia Economic Zone ‘Baikal’ is situated around the Baikal
Lake. It has digtinctive natural environment and dl the necessary
conditions to become a resort. Therefore, it has high potentia to
become an international tourism site. Baikal Lake is a large and
deep freshwater lake surrounded by distinctive environment.

The‘Bakal’ zoneis equipped with the sate-of-the-art facilities as
amountain resort and is able to accommodate up to 100,000 people
aday. The ‘Baika’ zone will be built around 490 ~ 550 meter
location of the mountain whichis 1,771 meters above the sealevel.

The average inclination of 13 degrees of
the specia zone will make

drainage

SEO S
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Peak of the 1,771 meler mountain where the
mountain resort will be bullt
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Tourism facilities built by ‘Ecosign’

and dectricity supply easy. Roads connecting Ulan Ude to Kotokel
Lake and Baikd riverside are under congtruction. The total length of
the expected site for the specia zoneis 5 kilometers from southwest
to northeast, and the total size of the land is about 750 hectares.
Vdlleys surround the lower part of the mountain, and people can
enjoy mountain skiing from 1,200 meters above sea leve to dl the

way a thetop. Thereisalake at thetop of the mountain.

The northern area of the construction site has various angles of
inclination and superb quality of snow, providing perfect venue for
skiing and snowboarding.

The incline from the top will play as the main factor in attracting
tourists who enjoy skiing, and the depth of the accumulated snow
will be the barometer of opening the ski resort for a longer period.
Moreover, the tourist programs in various tourist zones will meet
various needs of tourigts. Tourists can enjoy various types of leisure
activities to meet their preference. Some of leisure activities are as

follows:

@ Sports - Mountain skiing program (Mountain bike, mountain
climbing, lifting, golf, horseback riding, etc.)

#® Experiences of Nature - “Winter in Russia’ (experiencing

oo CUITASE MM HdE 2HEAlH
Tourism facilities built by ‘Ecosign’

traditional houses in Russian winter), expedition of nature,
walking at nationa parks

@& Cultural Experiences - cultural experience of Republic of
Buryatia

® Recreation - Nursing homes equipped with mineral hot spring
and mud hot spring, $pa, fitness club, etc.

® Business events - Conferences, exhibitions, businesstrip, etc.

Republic of Buryatia declared that the attraction of foreign
tourists through development of international-level tourist sites will
be its development direction. Moreover, Republic of Buryatia is
actively promoting its tourist resources to Russia and the
international community by participating in internationally well-
known economic forums and exhibitions.

Republic of Buryatia is striving to build investor-friendly
systems, which includes improvement of institutions on tax,
customs, international economic activities, asset, land and natural
protection. To expand infrastructure, the Republic is making efforts
to build roads, international airport in Ulan Ude and other
infrastructure.

Republic of Buryatia is ready to cooperate with foreign

companiesto build Tourism and Leisure Specia Economic Zone.
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