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“NEAR News” aims to become an official messenger of
NEAR to deliver news and share information among
members. It is a periodical newsletter containing contents on
"NEAR activities, member news, international issues,
contributioins, notification, etc. NEAR News is distributed to
NEAR members and related institutions free of charge, and
is also serviced online on the NEAR homepage

Northeast Asia. If you have good contribution articles or
creative ideas that you would like to run on the NEAR
- News, please contact the NEAR Secretariat.

B NEAR is--

an international organization founded by 29 government from four Northeast Asian

countries, including South Korea, China, Japan, Russia, etc., in September 1996 in
Gyeongju, South Korea.

NEAR has adopted the Charter based on the ideology of co-prosperity of Northeast
Asia, and carried out extensive exchange and cooperation projects in various fields
ranging from economy and trade, cultural exchanges, environment, disaster
prevention, general exchanges to cross-border cooperation.

With the participation of North Korea and Mongolia and accession of new member
governments, NEAR is growing as a representative regional diplomacy and
cooperative organization of Northeast Asia with 65 member governments from six
countries.

% NEAR is open to all.

Any regional governments in Northeast Asia can participate in NEAR through the
approval of General Assembly of NEAR.

NEAR Secretariat 3



ee LIEF2|OF OFH|O| A EH}
GTI AtR= AR =%

2 oS FE R AP A Q= =4
o AE Wi de=d, T o= AR
AEA 2R &9 TR A A A A FHNEAR) ©ut
Z8A] oke] UNoRA|ofel e 7341 AHe] 91 S/(UNESCAP) 2}

Skt ol A] A A A A(KEEL, &t
g0l k.

GTI(Greater Tumen hitiativer= oJE} 7|19} w]us] X
U o FIRRIuEshay, Aol 2AJAVFSt =, oigh
V=it FE9 57her AR @9 AA| 24 UNDP A
= o vwA PRt 45 ke 2SI 5L
2 3tk 199549 Ay ol%, Fu 7Y A=(TRADP) 22
AEHE GTR= E=okA 9] 3}, oMY, A& 7ksst 7ol
713k Sa% AR AA Y AR S5Folh

At 3l GTI9 3|Y=5-2 Al glo]

olf Eth o Eof Aot AL, Ad A7 GD

HEZ T% oVFol3aL, 2007d FDI 21+ 3009 &g
Fo 2 el 2006 2609 G ol HIg] F7hg 42%

EP Esh, SAC] w2 A Aol A & ¥
L oA 7199 40%7F 200580 HIE 30% o442l o]
S7HES HYith B opUel, $5¢) A9 &8 5974
2R o] 9.8%7F F7Fet 2509 EElE X Fr. 2007d
9] GDP= 10.4%% olgElo] A AAZHS R 7P =2
GDP &S Holil Q= =7} & shthE X8k it

TSROl o5 B fA]= R S7F Al e,
dE t=3 719 o] AGoA ] EEol & SuE Hol

itk dllg Eol HRAIZ(BASFY= 200997HA] ofA] e 7

2ol 109 G & FAsk=s AEE Y Folat i
), o] F ARt oo goo] Fatof FAbE oFolct.

)ol AL 9=

A

AID
=T

o[
o,
2
[
o

FUl
S b
O ox

X

l

l:(

1o on

108 & Jhzl=l= Aol oigt E2

A . NEAR NEWS

S HofAlol Zut | 0] A =

d

E3, FRoMoH e SRHIL, e B8 WE A9
Fo) 1 QA7 Fs Fxjol e 7lsle Aol
Aalet. 53] o] Aelo Ry Rel wE, oA &
] olfo] TS ZORA, o N9} o‘é Aglo]

Hotu], 59 o] MRS di#sh= 5719 U=
At APl HTg= ot

A 1287 GThs Foska Sl 47
Ao Qo] Fad s AFYen, &
of B3 B2 71933t 2 —%%@Mii

20054 99 F= A=olA d¥ GTIe Zﬂ—’& 3]&joflAf
1995 FejARyS 10d A9 6}71:’2 ook HE AeE
S AEck, Egk s]oj oAl = 2006 W 201597HA] GTI
o & F wF, oUAl, W, FAY 4709 A9 £
ofel g AAAT= EEel AR sk A
oA Za”of Fof gt

ZAloF AE7F F2etal ARt AR AYst= A9
2} GTL AR2$13] 327 &3] 109 18Y #AJo} Sfr] s
LRI FE ogolth. Bl A Bl oz o] o
MRS AP dskaL, o Aol tigt HEkE Aled
%= 71217F 2 Aoth. olo] del= 109 199 FAF EH
AAZE s FHska 57 B4 o =
7] §18f ANFE ) Te)a

B} g golA
3] o} o]

)

A A 9% UN AREA

of mgoll WA vl ¥ EhE A4Sk SF wzu
A% GOl BE A2 She ARl S gk,

I

oy g}, GTI ol #] YU3let GTI 7 Fel 3| HA &5 =
Zo|t}, OTR= AX AAA 2243 gt
tigh dasgo] dfEs FHol XA FHol XA
A FEe S5t 23 R AR BT Aol

Hom 27

Meel &o| 29l= GTI Em|0|X[www.tumenprogramme.org)oll F&SHHLE GTI AFRZ(0]H|Y
tumen@public.unorgcn 2 T3 }ﬁi +86-10- 6532 -6871)2 =aff ¢i=talf

ZFA|7| HHELCH



e Dr. Nataliya Yacheistova,
Director of the Secretariat of “Great Tumen Initiative”

The Northeast Asia Region is nowadays close tied with
international cooperative activities which are undertaken in
different formats: on the regional level - as NEAR, or in different
sectors of economy, as for example the working group on
energy, promoted by UNESCAP and Korea Energy Economics
Institute (KEEI, ROK).

As compared with other organizations, the Great Tumen
Initiative (GTT) could be characterized as an intergovernmental
cooperation mechanism of five counties - People’s Republic of
China, Russian Federation, Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Republic of Korea and Mongolia, which is supported by
UNDP and covers rather wide scope of activities. Since its
creation in 1995, GTI(originally the Tumen River Area
Development Programme -TRADP) remains an important
intergovernmental platform for economic cooperation,
contributing to peace, stability and sustainable development in
the region of Northeast Asia.

The economic situation in the member countries is
characterized in the last years by positive trends. So, for
example, the annual growth of GDP in Russia is in the last years
more than 7%, the forecast for FDI inflow in Russia for 2007 is
over than 30 bln.$, as compared with 26 bln.$ in 2006.
According to the statistics, 40% of foreign companies, operating
now in Russia, have increased their profits in 2005 by 30%.
China managed to attract more than 25 bIn$ FDI only in the first
5 months of this year, up 9,8% from a year earlier. The forecast
for GDP in China in 2007 is 10,4% - one of the highest in the
world. Northeast Asia is attracting more and more foreign
investments, and big multinational companies are showing
strong interest to widen their activities in the region. So, BASF,
for example, has announced recently that it is planning to invest
1bln$ in the Asia-Pacific region through 2009, more than half of
which will go to China.

Northeast Asia is possessing enormous potential for investment
and job opportunities with its skilled, educated and low-cost

Special Contribution

labor pool. The Tumen River ties together this region at the
crossroads of vital trade, transport and energy routes. Rich in
energy and mineral resources, the Greater Tumen Region has
easy access to growing markets in five member countries and
Japan, representing more than 500 million consumers.

Over the last 12 years, GTI has achieved important results in
implementing the agreements signed by the participating
governments, especially in expanding policy dialogues and
strengthening business-friendly environments in the region.

At the last meeting of GTI in September 2005 in Changchun
(China) the member-countries agreed to extend the 1995
agreements for another period of 10 years and adopted the
Changchun Agreements. The meeting also agreed on a Strategic
Action Plan for the period of 2006 - 2015, focusing GTI
activities on four priority sectors: transport, energy, tourism and
investment with environment as a cross-cutting theme.

The next 9th meeting of the GTI Consultative Commission is
set up for 18 October 2007 in Vladivostok (Russia), hosted by
the Government of the Russian Federation with direct support
of Primorsky Krai’ Administration. During this meeting the
member-countries will have an opportunity to renew their
commitments and provide guidance on the work priorities for
the next period. The meeting will be followed by the
Investment Forum on 19 October to promote interregional
trade and to mobilize foreign companies for investment into
the region. One specific initiative being pursued with the
assistance of the UN Office For Partnerships is the
establishment of a Business Advisory Council to strengthen
private-public dialogues. We are also actively working towards
the establishment of the GTI Energy Board and the GTI
Tourism Council to promote cooperation in these areas. Given
the economic and political importance of the region and its
development needs it is clear that the GTI will remain an
important intergovernmental mechanism of international
cooperation in Northeast Asia.

For more information and participation in October’ events, visit the GTI website at www.tumenprogramme.org or contact the GTI Secretariat at

tumen@public.un.org.cn or by phone at +86 10 6532 6871

NEAR Secretariat - 5
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Gyeonggi—-do Province Hosted Sub-
Committee Meeting on Science and
Technology

Gyeonggi-do Province held the 1st Sub-Committee
meeting on Science and Technology in Suwon of Gyeonggi-
do Province from July 23 to 26. About 40 responsible
officers of science and technology and responsible persons

of NEAR from 5 NEAR member countries participated in

/ L=F |'I 'I j I]I. .I'\ I . :
oo ST EAIS TSNS 2
Members Participating at the Sub—Committee



the event. At the meeting, Gyeonggi-do Province presented
the “Status of Science and Technology of Gyeonggi-do
Province and Cooperation Measures,” and other members
presented and discussed cooperation items. After the
meeting, participants had site tours of Nano Fab Center, Bio

Center, etc.
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Toyama Prefecture Hosted the 8th
Sub-Committee Meeting on Environment

Toyama Prefecture held the 8th Sub-Committee meeting
on Environment on July 30 in International Convention
Center in Toyama Prefecture Japan. About 20 persons of 11
members from 5 countries participated in the Sub-
Committee meeting on Environment. The participants
reported the result of proposed projects concerning
environmental conservation, which are implemented by
NEAR members, and presented the environmental status of

each member.
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Shimane Prefecture “2007 Northeast Asian Wings of
Exchanges in Shimane’

“2007
Northeast Asian Wings of Exchanges in

Shimane Prefecture Hosted

Shimane”

Shimane Prefecture held “2007 Northeast Asian Wings of
Exchanges in Shimane” from August 2 to 7. This event is
aimed at promoting mutual understandings among the regions
and training human resources through multi-cultural
exchanges. About 50 responsible persons of 9 members from 4
countries participated in the event. The participants joined the
activities of cooking exchanges of participating regions,
introduction of cultures of participating regions, Japanese
cultural experiences of tea ceremony, Wagashi (traditional
Japanese snack) making and trying Kimono, environment

studies, etc.
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The Frst Pacific Economic Congress at Vladivostok

Secretary—General Lee Hae Doo Attended

The First Pacific Economic Congress
Secretary-General Lee Hae Doo attended The First Pacific
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Economic Congress, which was held in Vladivostok of Russia
from July 28 to 29. Governor S.M. Darkin of Primorsky
Territory delivered a congratulatory speech at the meeting, and
presentations were made under the theme of “Russia and Asia-
Pacific Region Countries - from cooperation to integration.”
The presentations included ‘Trade and Investment Cooperation
between Russia and Asia-Pacific Region Countries,’
International Logistics and Transport Infrastructure among
Asia-Pacific Region Countries,” and other subjects. The
participants discussed the themes on ‘The Development of

Financial Potentials and Partnerships in the Pacific Region’ and

other matters.
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NEAR Secretariat Visited International
Organizations Related to Local Governments
of Northeast Asia

Deputy Secretary-General Hwang Dae Ju respectively
visited CITYNET Secretariat on July 25 and ANMC21
Secretariat on July 26 in Japan. At the visit, he met with
Assistant Secretary General of CITYNET and officers of
ANMC?21, listened to the status of the operation of the
Secretariats, and agreed to have exchange and cooperation

relations between NEAR Secretariat and the Secretariats.
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Shandong Province — China
2007 Friendly Week between Shandong
Province of China and Korea was Held

Shandong Provincial People’s Government and Embassy
of the Republic of Korea in China co-hosted “2007 Friendly
Week between Shandong Province of China and Korea”
from July 12 to 16 in Jinan City. A total of 229 people from
the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in China, financial,
business, cultural, and entertainment fields attended the
event.

Major events were as follows. The first one was Shandong-

NEAR This Month
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Korea Economy and Trade Consultation Fair, which invited 70
companies in high technology and service sectors to conduct
trade consultation with companies in Shandong Province. The
second one was Shandong-Korea Cultural Industrial
Symposium and Company Consultation to implement
substantial cooperation activities between Shandong Province
and Korea in the fields of culture, education, broadcasting and
film. The third one was the large-scale cultural events of
Korean art performances, Korean film festival and Korean
Cultural and Tourism Photo Exhibition. Ambassador Kim Ha
Joong of Republic of Korea to China was invited to attend by
Shandong Province and had presentation on ‘Let’s Open Bright
Future Relations between Korea and China.’

The events of Korean week had important meaning of
promoting friendly relations and widen the understandings
between Shandong Province and Korea, and upgrading the
level of cooperation to achieve substantial cooperative results

between them.
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Tottori Prefecture — Japan

Local Government Summit in Northeast Asia
and Related Events Will Take Place

Tottori Prefecture will hold ‘Local Government Summit for
International Exchanges and Cooperation in Northeast Asia’
with governors of provinces, which Tottori has friendly ties,
including Gangwon-do Province of Korea, Jilin Province of
China, Primorsky Territory of Russia and Tuv Province of
Mongolia, from October 30 to November 2.

The related events are also planned, such as Trade
Consultation to Facilitate Trades of Regional Specialties within
the Region (November 2 to 4), the 1st Council of Professors
among Universities in the Region (October 29) and Exhibition
of Arts (October 31 to November 6). To prepare this summit,
working committee meeting of the summit will be held from
July 17 to 19, and the Presentation and Discussion of
Environmental Activities of Elementary School Students will
also take place from July 23 to 27 to promote international

exchange activities for next generation through environmental

activities.
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Gyeongsangbuk—-do Province — Korea

Gyeongsangbuk—do Province and Daegu
Metropolitan City Jointly Conducted
Investment Attraction Activities in Japan

Gyeongsangbuk-do and Daegu Metropolitan City jointly
conducted investment attraction activities in Tokyo, Chiba
Prefecture and Niigata Prefecture from June 18 to 22. 5
delegates of Joint Investment Attraction Team, including
Ambassador Kim Chang Su, Advisor for International
Relations of Gyeongsangbuk-do Province and Director Kim
Sang Hun of Business Support Bureau of Daegu
Metropolitan City, visited and explained investment
environment of Gyeongsangbuk-do Province and Daegu
Metropolitan City at the offices of provincial and prefectural
government, promised to develop friendly relations, and
carried out active investment attraction activities and

promotion of exchanges.
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Amur Region - Russia
‘Amur Expo Forum 2007’ Took Place

Amur Region held the ‘30th Amur Expo Forum 2007’ in
Vlagobeshensk City from June 7 to 10. This forum was aimed
at attracting investment and expanding exchanges among
domestic and international local governments. 369 companies
from home and abroade in various fields, including
architecture, food and tourism, participated in the forum.
Moreover, Amur Regional Government hosted the discussion
meeting regarding investment cooperation measures among
‘Amur Region, Republic of Sakha(Yakutia), and People’s
Republic of China’ in Vlagobeshensk City on June 6 with the
participation of 60 government officers and related persons of
bank, trade and transportation from Amur Region, Republic of
Sakha(Yakutia), Heilongjiang Province and Heihe City. They
signed the intention of the agreement on the ‘Future
Cooperation among 3 Regions.” The participants of the
discussion meeting highly appreciated the development
prospect on mutual cooperation among the 3 regions.

While the ‘30th Amur Expo Forum 2007 was held, 16 tourism
organizations held the tourism fair under the theme of “Tour in Pri
Amur,” and the agricultural exhibition ‘AgroProd 2007 took
place with the participation of 55 persons from Moscow,

Krasnoyarsk, Rostov-na-Dony and other regions in Russia.
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Ulaanbaator — Mongolia

Ulaanbaator City Hosted the Opening
Ceremony of ‘Nadam Festival’

The biggest national festival in Mongolia ‘Nadam’ took place
in the entire regions of Mongolia from July 11 to 13. The
opening ceremony of the festival was held in ‘Nadam’ stadium
on July 11 with the opening remarks from President Enkhbayar
of Mongolia, and Chairman Yim Chae Jeong of Korea, who
officially visited Mongolia, and Crown Prince Naruhito of
Japan attended the ceremony.

The festival of ‘Nadam,” meaning ‘Play’ in Mongolian,
began to celebrate the day of July 11, 1921 when Mongolia
declared independence. At the festival many athletes in
Mongolia participated the competition of traditional
Mongolian games, such as wrestling, horseback riding and

archery.

e 229 Lig A
Nadam Festival in Mongolia
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Feature Report

Hubei Province - Tourism

Hubei Province is often called as ‘E(ZF)’ as an abbreviation.
The size of the land of Hubei Province is more than 186,000
square kilometers and the population of the province is
60,310,000. The capital of the province is historically famous
Wauhan city. Hubei Province has long been well known as a
‘thoroughfares to nine provinces’ having a comprehensive
transport system linking airway, railroads and seaway.

Hubei Province boasts its abundant natural resources and
often is called as a renowned‘land of fish and rice.” It is also
one of the major agricultural producing lands and old industrial
bases having attractive tourist sites. The province has
magnificent and steep San Xia (Three Gorges) of Chang Jiang
(Long River), mysterious and primeval forest Shen Nong Jia
(Forest District), natural gallery of Qing Jiang Xia Gu, sacred

land of Taoist school Wu Dang Mountain, famous temple of

Buddhism Gui Yuan Temple, world’s cultural heritage Ming

e E529| 0FY

Night View of Huang He Lou

Imperial Tomb, world’s largest San Xia water utilization
facility, China’s largest ‘lake in City’ East Lake, one of the 3
famous towers Huang He Lou (Yellow Crane Tower) and
miracle of archeology Zeng Hou Yi Bian Zhong (set of ancient
chime bells). In this issue of Newsletter, we would like to

introduce you to several representative places of scenic beauty.

Huang He Lou (Yellow Crane Tower)

Huang He Lou is situated at the top of She Shan (Snake Hill)
along Chang Jiang (Long River) in Wuhan. It is one of the 3
famous towers in Jiang Nan area (southern side of the river) and
called as ‘breathtaking views under the heaven.’

The tower was originally built in the era of San Guo(Three
Kingdoms), and over many dynasties it was destroyed and
restored for several times. There is a Chinese saying that ‘When

a nation rises, Huang He Lou also flourishes.” Likewise, Huang
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Landscape of Hubei
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He Lou was burnt down because of the big fire in 1884
(Guangxu 10 year) in Qing dynasty, and the current Huang He
Lou was rebuilt in 1985. The tower has 5 stories and rises to
51.4 meters and the architectural land size is 4,000 square
meters. It has special archeological features. Big and small
eaves are piled up in every story, which looks like a crane’s
wing soaring into the sky. Each story is decorated with the
drawings of clouds, flowers, dragons and phoenix under the
theme of magical crane. At the top of the tower, people can see
the Chang Jiang (Long River) in an open view at first glance.
Many eminent poets left poems regarding the breathtaking

views at the Huang He Lou from the ancient times.

San Xia (Three Gorges)

San Xia is beautiful big gorges, which were made by the
running Chang Jiang (Long River), and is one of the 10 famous
beautiful scenic places in China. San Xia is consisted of Qutang
Gorge, Wu Gorge and Xiling Gorge, and the total length of the

gorges is 192 kilometers and the narrowest range of the gorge is

90 kilometers. This place is one of the origins of ancient
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The Magnificent Site of Hubei's San Xia Dam

Feature Report

cultures in China, and thanks to its spiritual land, it is often
referred to as a birthplace of heroes. Moreover, many heroes
competed martial arts and strategies at San Xia. There are
beautiful places, such as Baidi Fortress and Huangling Tomb

around San Xia.

Shen Nong Jia (Forest District)

Shen Nong Jia is located at the western part of Hubei
Province, and it is the only designated administrative forest
district. In Shen Nong Jia, there are various kinds of animal and
plant, thanks to the distinctive natural environment and diverse
weather conditions. Shen Nong Jia has about 3,700 kinds of
plants, and 40 kinds of plants among them are intensively cared
by the national government. And there are 1,050 kinds of
animal and 70 kinds among them were selected as the subjects,
which are intensively cared by the nation. Almost all kinds of
animals and plants live in Shen Nong Jia, which can be found in
Mo He (Mo River) in the north, Xishuangbanna (Autonomous
region in southeast Yunnan) in the south, middle area of Japan

in the east and Himalaya in the west.

e 5710 27
A View of Shen Nong Jia
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Yamagata
Prefecture

- Japan

Hello NEAR members,

I am Governor Saito Hiroshi of Yamagata Prefecture. It is
indeed my great pleasure to introduce you to Yamagata Prefecture
through NEAR News.

Yamagata Prefecture focuses on the following three policies to
promote exchanges and relations in the international community.
The first one is the promotion of strategic international exchanges
and relations, the next one is the promotion of exchanges and
relations with East Asia, and the establishment of international
partnership is the last. Given the expected economic growth in East
Asia, Yamagata Prefecture jointly opened the Seoul office with
Miyagi Prefecture in May 2005. In August 2006, the Prefecture
built comprehensive ‘Yamagata East Asia Economic Strategy,’
including the strategies of the expansion of manufactural industry,
export of regional specialties and attraction of tourists of Yamagata
Prefecture in East Asia, and implements economic exchanges in
the East Asian region.

In the fields of economic cooperation of East Asian countries,
including Korea and China, I, myself, play the leading role of the
sales of Yamagata Prefecture, put a lot of efforts to publicize
‘Yamagata’ in the world, and try to contribute to the East Asian
economy.

I think the exchanges and relations between Yamagata
Prefecture and East Asia will be strengthened. I sincerely hope you
to visit and experience abundant agricultural products, nature and
cultures in Yamagata.

Overview
Yamagata Prefecture is located in the east side of northeastern
Honshu. The land size of the Prefecture is 930,000 hectares (ninth

NEAR Member Tour
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Ginzan Hot Spring

largest in the nation), accounting for 2.5% of the entire Japanese
land. 72% of the land is forest.

Yamagata Prefecture is surrounded by beautiful mountains, such
as the Peaks of Zao, Dewa Sanzan (Three Mountains of Dewa) and
Mountain Chokai. And the origin of the Mogami River and
abundant green fields gave addition to create beautiful Yamagata
Prefecture. There are 35 cities, towns and villages in Yamagata
Prefecture, and the population of the Prefecture is about 1,220,000
as of October 1 2005. The Prefecture is divided into 4 regions,
including Murayama, Mogami, Okitama and Shonai, and each
region has distinctive culture and nature.

To publicize Yamagata’s distinctive cultures reflecting its unique
natural and environmental characteristics, the Prefecture is making
efforts to register its cultural views of Mogami River and Dewa
Sanzan, which are created by the worships of humans, on the list of
world cultural heritages.

Agriculture

The production of cherry and pear of Yamagata Prefecture tops
the list in the nation, and the production of rice, apple, grape and
watermelon records high in the nation. Yamagata Prefecture is one
of the prominent agricultural regions, and it produces high quality
agricultural produce thanks to its abundant natural environment

NEAR Secretariat 17
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and advanced technology. To live up to the trust of consumers,
Yamagata Prefecture is implementing the building of the relation
between agriculture and other industries, based on the guideline
policies to produce and distribute ‘environment-friendly, safe and
good tasting agricultural produce,” execute the competitive
agricultural management and ‘create new food industry.’

And the Prefecture is making efforts to promote the exports of
produce of the Prefecture by establishing the Committee on
Agriculture and Fishery and Export Facilitation of Food.

Industry

In Yamagata Prefecture, there are many companies related to
electronics and machinery, and the highest quality of traditional
casting, textile, furniture and carpet are produced in the Prefecture.
The Prefecture is implementing the new manufacturing process of
“Yamagata Carrozzeria Project,” combined with highly skillful
workforce, to develop popular products in the world. Moreover, to
cluster the automobile industry, the Prefecture is making efforts to
promote automobile related industries in connection with 6
prefectures in Tohoku region by organizing the ‘Tohoku
Automobile Industry Liaison Conference.’

Moreover, the Prefecture is implementing joint projects in
cooperation with industrial, academic and public organizations,
and conducting “Yamagata Organic Electronics Valley Project’ to
cluster related industries of organic EL under the central role of
Organic Electronics Laboratories.

Yamagata Selection
Yamagata Prefecture has many good conditions of nature,
climate, tradition and culture, and has advanced technologies and

skills, which are developed based on these good conditions.

The Prefecture selects the highest quality level of products or
services in the fields of agriculture, fishery, processed food,
regional industry and tourism, based on ‘Yamagata Standard,” and
publicizes them home and abroad under the name of ‘Yamagata
Selection.’

Tourism

Yamagata Prefecture has Zao Spring Ski Resort where people
can enjoy rarely found natural phenomenon iced trees, famous
temples of Dewa Sanzan, mountain temple having distinctive
regional history and many tourist sites, such as hot spring in
cities, towns and villages. Moreover, the Prefecture attracts
abundant foods, including various kinds of fruits, meat, noodles,
Japanese traditional drinks and wine, and food related culture.
Recently, the Prefecture gained a successful result of joint
implementation with neighboring prefectures to attract visitors.
Besides Zao Hot Spring Ski Resort and Gassan Summer Ski
Resort, the increasing number of tourists visit Tourism Orchard
where people can harvest fruits, such as cherry, grape, peach,
apple and strawberry all year round and tourist sites where TV
soap opera ‘Oshin’ was shot.

Exchanges

Yamagata Prefecture signed to have friendly ties with Colorado
of USA in 1986, Heilongjiang Province of China in 1993 and
Papua of Indonesia in 1994, and implemented friendly and good-
neighboring exchanges. In the future, the Prefecture will carry out
various kinds of international exchanges, which can mutually
benefit Yamagata Prefecture and other nations, for example,
economic exchanges of trade and tourism and academic and

cultural exchanges among universities.
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