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“NEAR News” aims to become an official messenger of NEAR to deliver news and share
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NEAR is...
an international organization founded by 29 government from four Northeast Asian
countries, including South Korea, China, Japan, Russia, etc., in September 1996 in
Gyeongju, South Korea. 

NEAR has adopted the Charter based on the ideology of co-prosperity of  Northeast
Asia, and carried out extensive exchange and cooperation projects in various fields
ranging from economy and trade, cultural exchanges, environment, disaster
prevention, general exchanges to cross-border cooperation.

With the participation of North Korea and Mongolia and accession of new member
governments, NEAR is growing as a representative regional diplomacy and
cooperative organization of Northeast Asia with 40 member governments from six
countries.

NEAR is open to all.
Any regional governments in Northeast Asia can participate in NEAR through the
approval of General Assembly of NEAR.

www.
neargov.

org



Professor of Kobe Gakuin University

Executive Director of Asia Pacific Research Center(APRC)

Taniguchi Hiroyuki

Lately in Japan, there are heated discussions on building an

East Asian Community, which includes ASEAN countries plus

three nations, namely China, Japan and Korea. However, China,

Japan and Korea have conflicts over the recognition of the

history. In other words, the three nations have conflicting

interpretations of the history, strengthening intolerant

nationalism of the country and further deepening confrontations.

I think the only way to overcome these conflicts is to map out

the future and create a common future society, while being

connected to our past and looking back on our past. In order to

realize this, establishing a multilateral and multi-level concept

of Asian community is necessary. 

In this manner, the NEAR's (the Association of North East

Asia Regional Governments) existence and activities carry

much significance. NEAR is an international organization

launched by 29 regional governments in four Northeast Asian

countries, namely Korea, China, Japan and Russia in 1996, and

it has expanded to have 40 member governments with the

www.neargov.org

Special Contribution

NEAR Secretariat

“NEAR is carrying out exchange projects among regional governments

based on its unique principles and methodologies, sharing the ideology of

co-existence and co-prosperity through various exchanges. NEAR wants

to play a significant role in terms of exchanges, cooperation and peace in

the Northeast Asian region.”



Special Contribution

participation from Mongolia and North Korea.

NEAR is carrying out exchange projects among regional

governments based on its unique principles and methodologies,

sharing the ideology of co-existence and co-prosperity through

various exchanges. NEAR wants to play a significant role in

terms of exchanges, cooperation and peace in the Northeast

Asian region. 

The Northeast Asian region is a regional concept which

includes the three nations of China and Japan, and Korea, which

are a part of a Northeast Asian Community plan,  plus Russia,

Mongolia and DPRK. I believe NEAR activities will facilitate

the process of realizing various plans to build a Northeast Asian

Community, and lay the foundation for building an Asian

society possible of various and abundant exchanges in a

globalized world, which may easily become uniform. 

To embody the future of East Asia or Northeast Asia, it is

necessary to have views that transcend national benefits. In

order to achieve this, Asian people should establish the network

of "Knowledge" and act to make the network function properly

and systematically. Moreover, it is also important for working

level staffs and people at large to continue international

exchanges. This is how the research achievements have ties

with the local communities. I think building the future is also

related to nurturing human resources and establishing human

networks. The formulation of "Knowledge" network is where I

would like to begin.  

Asia Pacific Research Center (APRC) of Kobe Gakuin

University has pursued to formulate knowledge network

through joint research projects among researchers in the Asia

Pacific region. Researchers from Japan, China, Korea, Russia,

Mongolia, Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand, Kazakhstan,

Turkey and Bangladesh have participated in the joint research

projects. 

APRC plans to hold a workshop on Asia's recognition of the

history which includes Korea, China and Japan this October.

The center also sent out invitations to researchers in North

Korea, and expects them to visit Japan, even though the chances

may small. 

In the future, I hope APRC and NEAR will seek ways of

cooperation and discuss measures for prosperity in Northeast

Asia. 

The contributed articles may not be in line with the

editorial direction of the NEAR News.

NEAR News
www.neargov.org



NEAR This Month 

The 6th NEAR General Assembly will be held in Busan

Metropolitan City, Republic of Korea from September 12 to 15.

Busan Metropolitan City sent out invitation letters to the

representatives of the NEAR members as a preparation for the

General Assembly. The NEAR Secretariat began to collect

meeting agendas. At the General Assembly, agenda such as

establishing the NEAR emblem, deciding the venue of the next

General Assembly and creating new Sub-Committee will be

discussed. 

<Outline of the 6th NEAR General Assembly> 

Period: September 12 to 15, 2006 

Venue: Lotte Hotel of Busan Metropolitan City, Republic of

Korea 

Theme: Co-prosperity in the Northeast Asian Region and the

Role of NEAR 

Sub-theme: Promoting NEAR in celebration of its 10th

Anniversary 

The Delegation of Hubei Province, headed by Chairman

Wang Shengtie of Chinese People's Political Consultative

Conference, visited the NEAR Secretariat on June 19, 2006.

This visit was made to introduce the Hubei Province to NEAR,

increase the understanding of NEAR, and discuss the process of

the membership application. 

Hubei Province applied for NEAR membership in January

this year. The Province is expected to become an official

member of NEAR through ratification at the 6th NEAR General

Assembly in September, 2006.

NEAR Secretariat
www.neargov.org
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NEAR Secretariat is providing Korean language classes for

the dispatched staffs from China, Mongolia and Russia for 2

hours twice a week starting from May 25 to help them better

adapt to their lives in Korea. Mr. Ma Yuqi from Ningxia Hui

Autonomous Region, China said, "The Korean language class is

very useful and helpful to me." The Secretariat will continue to

offer Korean language classes reflecting levels of language

skills of the staffs. 

"The 16th Qingdao International Beer Festival," the biggest

beer festival in Asia, will be held in Qingdao City, the most

renowned beer city in China and the hosting city of yacht

competition of Beijing Olympics in 2008, from August 12 to

27, 2006. 

The festival will newly introduce events at the opening

ceremony, beer tasting, beer carnival and masquerade. It is

expected to show new aspects of Qingdao City, the partner city

of hosting the Olympic Games. 

"Lucky Beijing - 2006 Qingdao International Yacht

Competition," the first preliminary game of yacht for the

Olympic, will allow yacht athletes to practice yacht racing in

preparation for the real racing games in the 2008 Olympics.

(Shandong Province) 



The countries are listed in an alphabetcal order.
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The 17th International Economic Trade Fair was held in

Harbin City of Heilongjiang Province in China from June 14 to

19. The fair was jointly sponsored by the Ministry of Commerce

of China, Northeast Office of the State Council, China Council

for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT), the People`s

Government of Heilongjiang Province, Zhejiang Province and

Harbin Municipality, and supported by two organizations of the

United Nations, 12 local governments and trade organs from

seven countries. More than 11,000 traders from over 80 foreign

countries and regions and economic and trade delegations from

over 50 provinces and regions participated at events and

exhibitions. Also, 100,000 people from six trading companies in

20 provinces, municipalities, autonomous regions of China

joined the fair. More than 100 multinational companies from

global top 500 companies participated at the fair. Experts and

scholars from home and abroad attended forums and meetings.

(Heilongjiang Province)

'The 19th JAPAN TENT- 2006 International Exchange

Students' Jamboree in Ishikawa' was held under the auspices of

JAPAN TENT Steering Committee in Ishikawa Prefecture from

July 29 to August 5. This program was to promote mutual

understanding and internationalization of Ishikawa Prefecture.

350 international students studying in Japan were invited to

Ishikawa Prefecture, and the program gave them opportunities

to better understand the real life of Japan through homestay with

Japanese people in Ishikawa. The program has become a

representative international exchange event in Japan in terms of

size and contents of the program. So far, a total of 6,500

students from 130 countries participated in the program.

(Ishikawa Prefecture) 

NEAR Secretariat
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Five new provincial governors out of 10 Korean NEAR

members were newly elected as a result of the nationwide local

election held on May 31. Five other representatives, including

the mayor of Busan Metropolitan City, were re-elected. 

The 7th Altargana Festival took place from June 29 to July 3

in the Republic of Buryatia. 'Altargana' is a traditional ethnic

festival to preserve traditional cultures and games of Buryatian

ethnic group. Exhibitions in the fields of arts, literature, films,

sports and socioeconomic were held during the festival.

Buryatian people from Republic of Buryatia, Agyinsky Buryat

Autonomous District, Ust-Ordynsky Buryat Autonomous Area,

Irkutsk Region, Chita Region, along with Mongolia, China,

Russian Federation and CIS (Commonwealth of Independent

States), participated in the festival. (Republic of Buryatia) 
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Hur Nam Sik

Mayor of Busan Metropolitan City

Dear NEAR members, 

Hello! I am Mayor Hur Nam Sik of Busan Metropolitan

City, Republic of Korea. 

I am very delighted to meet the NEAR members, who

are making strenuous efforts to ensure the prosperity and

development of the Northeast Asian region, again through

this newsletter. 

Since the Secretariat was established in Pohang City,

Gyeongsangbuk-do Province in 2005, this is the 10th

volume of the NEAR News issued by the NEAR

Secretariat. 

I believe the NEAR News plays the role of a news

network between the Northeast Asian region and the

NEAR members, and the accumulated experiences of

making newsletters will be an indicator of the development

and prosperity of NEAR. 

The 6th NEAR General Assembly will be held in our

city in September this year. As we welcome the 21st

Century, the world is focusing its attention on Northeast

Asia, and NEAR stands at the very center of the attention.

Based on the recognition of this trend, Busan Metropolitan

City is expediting its efforts to prepare for the General

Assembly, and ready to greet all NEAR members in the

beautiful city of Busan. 

Last but not the least, I would like to thank all the staffs

of the NEAR Secretariat for their efforts and wish all the

members good health and success.
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Located at the Southeastern part of the Korean peninsula,

Busan Metropolitan City is adjoined to Gyeongsangnam-do

Province in the North, East and West, and to the sea in the

South. The city is a metropolitan city having 15 'Gu's

(administrative districts) and 1 'Gun,' and the size of the city is

764.43 square kilometers. 

Influenced by oceanic climate, the city enjoys four distinct

seasons and a temperate climate that never gets too hot in

summer or too cold in winter, which makes the city one of the

best and favorite city to live. 

Based on its geographical advantages, the city has world

renowned international trade port and international airport,

linking many countries including Japan and western Europe.

The routes seaways of Busan are linked with Tokyo, Osaka,

Shimonoseki, Fukuoka, Nagoya, Sapporo of Japan, Shanghai,

Beijing of China and Hochiminh of Vietnam. 

Busan City is strengthening its position as an international

city by carrying out various international activities. The city

strives to lead international exchange activities, having

established sister city ties with 16 cities around the world, such

as Shanghai City of China, Shimonoseki City of Yamaguchi

Prefecture of Japan, Vladivostok of Russia, Los Angeles of

U.S.A. and Barcelona of Spain. Moreover, the city is

publicizing herself by hosting important international meetings.

For example, it hosted the APEC Summit with the participation

of national leaders from 21 countries, including U.S.A., Japan,

China and Russia in the Asia Pacific region in November, 2005,

ILO's General Assembly of the Asia Pacific region and the 6th

NEAR General Assembly this coming September. 

In addition, the city successfully plans and hosts various
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cultural festivals such as PIFF (Pusan International Film

Festival), which started in 1996 and gained attention from all

over the world every year and famous PICAF(Pusan

International Contemporary Art Festival). 

Busan Metropolitan City is blessed with beautiful natural

tourism resources along the southern coastline. Popular tourist

attractions include Haeundae, one of the famous beaches in

Korea, Oryukdo Island which is made up of five islands

representing Busan and Taejongdae which creates a

breathtaking scenery of steep cliffs and blue ocean. 

The city also has distinctive and various tourist sites, such as

UN Memorial Park, a designated cemetery to pay tribute to the

international soldiers who sacrificed their lives during the

Korean War, BEXCO (Busan Exhibition and Convention

Center), a state-of-the-art convention facility used during the

APEC Summit and Nurimaru APEC House. 

Busan Metropolitan City is carrying out "Dream Map21"

project aimed at realizing the dream of becoming Mega-Hub

city of Asia and Pacific Era in the 21st century by innovating

the material and parts industry, which are city's strategic

industries. The objective of the project is to select and nurture

specialized and potential industries as strategic industries, and

to establish an endogenous development structure for the local

economy. The city is developing 10 strategic industries

including port logistics, tourism and conventions, bio industries,

visual arts and IT, and machine parts and materials. 


